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A Preliminary Action Research on Gender-Friendly Initiatives in Irrigation Facilities: A
Case Study of the Extension of Irrigation Service Policies
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Abstract

In 1995, Fourth World Conference on Women adopted the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, formally establishing “Gender mainstreaming” as a global strategy for
achieving gender equality. Gender mainstreaming is a strategic approach that mandating all
government policies, programs, and legislation incorporate gender perspective. It requires a
systematic analysis of the potential impacts on gender prior to decision-making. The objective
is to ensure all genders have equitable opportunities to acquire public resources, participate
public affairs, and ultimately leading to substantive gender equality.

In alignment with national gender equality policies, the Irrigation Agency has promoted
gender-friendly practices in the planning and implementation of irrigation infrastructure
projects. Since its establishment, the agency had devoted to maintain water use order and
ensure the quality of water, thereby providing reliable and high-quality irrigation services.
One of its core policies is the "Extension of Irrigation Services", which aims to expand
irrigation infrastructure into agricultural areas that have not been supplied with irrigation
water. This policy involves the construction, maintenance, and improvement of irrigation
facilities in these regions. The primary focus of the "Extension of Irrigation Services"
program is to develop irrigation infrastructure and build public-private partnerships in

irrigation water management networks.

To explore how the concept of gender equality can be more effectively integrated into the
construction and development of irrigation facilities—and to promote gender-friendly
practices in agriculture and rural areas—this study adopts the framework and analytical
procedures of action research. Several cases in the "Extension of Irrigation Services" policy
were selected for this study. The research examines gender issues embedded within the
broader policy context, formulates action plans in response to these issues, and reflects on the
impacts and outcomes of the implemented actions.

Keywords: Gender Equality * Gender-Friendly Initiatives » Irrigation Facilities > Extension

of Irrigation Service Policies
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